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SOCIAL  STUDIES 

GEOGRAPHY  and  ECONOMICS 

The  Regional  Geography  of, — (a)  Australia  and  New  Zealand. 

(b)  North  America. 

(c)  South  America. 


AUSTRALIA 

1.  Extent. 

2.  Discovery  and  exploration. 

3.  Physiographic  divisions, — 

(a)  eastern  highlands, 

(b)  interior  basins^ 

(c)  western  uplands. 

4.  Mineral  productions, — coal,  gold,  silver,  lead,  iron. 

5.  Climate, — latitude,  trade-winds,  monsoons,  westerlies. 

6.  Climatic  regions, — 

(a)  northern  summer-rain  region, 

(b)  trade  winds  (northeast  coast), 

(c)  trade-winds  (interior  and  west  coast  desert), 

(d)  uniform  rain  region  (southeast), 

(e)  Mediterranean  (winter-rain  region), 

(f)  westerly- wind  region  (Tasmania). 
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7.  Sheep  and  wool, — 

(a)  merino  and  crossbreeJ, 

(b)  distribution, 

(c)  artesian  basins, 

(d)  pasture  plants, 

(e)  drought,  disease,  rabbits, 

(f)  processing  and  marketing  of  wool  and  mutton. 

8.  Agriculture, —  ‘ 

(a)  areas, 

(b)  products. 

9.  Forests, — 

(a)  restricted  distribution, 

• 

(b)  lumbering, 

(c)  trade  in  wood  products. 

10.  Manufactures, — 

(a)  power — coal,  hydro-electric. 

(b)  chief  commodities. 

11.  Trade, — 

(a)  railway,  motor  traffic,  airways, 

(b)  harbours, 

(c)  with  Great  Britain, 

(d)  with  Canada,  New  Zealand  and  other  British  possessions, 

(e)  with  Japan, 

(f)  with  the  United  States. 

12.  Population, — 

(a)  origin  and  history  of  settlement, 

(b)  urban  and  rural, 

(c)  socialized  services  (state  railways,  marketing,  pensions, ""etc.), 

(d)  social  life, 

(e)  political  divisions,  chief  cities. 


NEW  ZEALAND 

To  be  studied  along  the  same  lines  as  Australia. 
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NORTH  AMERICA 

A.— A  GENERAL  SURVEY  OF  THE  CONTINENT 


1.  Position  and  extent. 

2.  Physical  features, — 

(a)  western  highlands, 

(b)  lower  eastern  highlands  and  coastal  plains, 

(c)  lowlands  occupying  the  trough  between  them:  (1)  central  plains, 

(2)  Canadian  Shield. 

3.  Chief  structural  divisions  in  relation  to  the  above, — 

(a)  young  fold  mountains  (Rockies),  volcanoes, 

(b)  unfolded  plains  of  sedimentary  rocks, 

(c)  plains  of  denudation, 

(d)  re-elevated  old  mountains  (Appalachians,  Coast  Ranges). 

4.  Climate, — 

(a)  winds — prevailing  winds,  cyclones, 

(b)  precipitation — all  seasons,  summer,  winter,  little  rain, 

(c)  temperature — isotherms  (hot  and  cold  loops). 

5.  Natural  vegetation, — 

(a)  tundra  and  ice-cap, 

(b)  temperate  forests  (coniferous  and  deciduous), 

(c)  tropical  forests, 

(d)  grasslands, 

(e)  semi-deserts  and  deserts. 

6.  Population  and  settlement, — 

(a)  exploration, 

(b)  Indians  and  Eskimos, 

(c)  work  of  pioneers, 

(d)  present  distribution  of  population. 

B.— CANADA 

A  detailed  study  of  the  following  four  regions: 

I.  The  Maritimes 

1.  Extremely  broad  continental  shelf;  fishing. 

2.  Structure, — basin  surrounded  by  old  rugged  rocks,  lack  of  plains. 


4 


3.  Climate, — outlet  of  the  belt  of  moving  cyclones. 

4.  Agriculture, — mixed  farming,  fruit,  fur  farming. 

5.  Forests, — on  rugged  areas. 

6.  Mining, — gold  in  old  marginal  rocks,  coal,  gypsum. 

7.  Manufacturing, — iron  and  steel,  pulp. 

8.  Transportation, — railway  termini,  seaports. 

9.  Population, — origin  and  distribution,  cities  and  towns. 

II.  The  Great  Lakes  and  St.  Lawrence  Basin 

1.  Structure, — 

(a)  east,  a  depressed  zone  between  Canadian  Shield  and  Appalachians. 

(b)  west,  old  river  valleys,  partly  dammed  by  moraines,  partly  warped. 

2.  Climate, — in  the  main  a  cyclone  belt  with  fairly  uniform  rain. 

3.  Agriculture, — glacial  debris  south  of  the  Shield,  more  fertile  as  mixed  with 

limestone  and  shale; 
mixed  farming,  dairying,  fruit, 
tobacco  and  grapes  in  extreme  south. 

4.  Forests, — oak  and  maple  largely  replaced  by  farms. 

5.  Mining, — gypsum,  salt,  oil,  asbestos. 

6.  Power, — hydro-electric  development  (Niagara,  St.  Lawrence) ; 

lack  of  coal. 

7.  Manufacturing, — pulp  and  paper,  textiles  (artificial  silk),  electrical  equipment, 

iron  and  steel  products  (automobiles,  farm  implements), 
rubber,  furniture,  chemicals. 

8.  Transportation, — rivers,  lakes,  canals, 

railways  linked  with  Great  Lakes, 
highways,  airways. 

9.  Population, — origins  and  distribution, 

languages, 
cities  and  towns. 

III.  Central  Lowlands 

(a)  The  Canadian  Shield 

1.  Structure, — level  ancient  rocks  which  have  resisted  folding,  covered  with 

glacial  deposits. 

2.  Climate, — cool  continental,  moderate  summer  rain. 

3.  Agriculture,— great  clay  belt  (silts  of  ancient  glacial  lakes)  suited  to  mixed 

farming. 

4.  Forests, — mostly  spruce  (pulp). 

5.  Furs. 


5 


6.  Minerals, — Precambrian  rocks  rich  in  ore  deposits: 

nickel,  gold,  silver,  copper,  lead,  radium. 

7.  Transportation, — canoe,  sledge,  tractor,  railway,  aeroplane. 

8.  Population, — along  railways  and  near  mines. 

(b)  Central  Plains  (the  Prairie  Provinces) 

1.  Structure, — 

(a)  three  great  plains  at  different  levels,  ancient  bed  of  Lake  Agassiz 
near  Lake  Winnipeg, 

(b)  Mackenzie  basin, — in  shallow  syncline  between  the  Shield  and  the 
Rockies. 

2.  Climate, — continental  type,  hot  loop  in  summer  (partly  due  to  Chinook  winds), 

rainfall  moderate  in  the  summer  but  deficient  and  unreliable  in  the  south¬ 
west. 

3.  Agriculture, — ranching  in  the  south, 

wheat  growing  to  the  north  of  ranching  area, 
mixed  farming  on  the  northern  frontier. 

4.  Forests, — on  foothills  and  north  of  the  frontier,  local  use  only. 

5.  Minerals, — coal  and  oil. 

6.  Manufacturing, — flour  milling. 

7.  Transportation. 

8.  Population, — mixed  origins. 

IV.  Western  Highlands 

1.  Structure, — complex  belt  of  young  mountains  in  three  ranges  parallel  to  coast. 

2.  Climate, — cool  marine  type,  rainfall  heavy  on  coast,  rain  shadow  areas. 

3.  Forests, — good  growth  of  conifers  near  coast. 

4.  Fishing, — salmon. 

5.  Agriculture, — fruit  and  vegetables  in  southern  valleys,  grazing. 

6.  Mining, — metals  in  older  rocks  of  the  folds, 

coal  in  younger  rocks  on  margins. 

7.  Population, — origins,  centres. 

A  general  survey  of  Canada  including  transportation  and  trade. 

C.— NEWFOUNDLAND 

To  be  treated  briefly  with  regard  to  fisheries,  pulp,  and  iron  ores. 
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D.— UNITED  STATES 


Regions : 

1.  Northern  Appalachians. 

2.  Southern  Appalachians. 

3.  Central  Lowlands, — wheat  belt,  corn  belt,  cotton  belt. 

4.  Western  Highlands, — (a)  Columbia-Snake  Basin, 

(b)  The  Great  Basin, 

(c)  Colorado  Plateau, 

(d)  Valley  of  California. 

5.  Alaska. 


The  above  regions  are  to  be  dealt  with  using  the  following  headings  < 


(a)  Structure 

(b)  Climate 

(c)  Forests 

(d)  Fishing 

(e)  Agriculture 


(f)  Mining 

(g)  Power 

(h)  Manufactures 

(i)  Transportation 

(j)  Population 


A  general  survey  of  United  States  including  transportation  and  trade. 


E.— MEXICO,  CENTRAL  AMERICA  AND  WEST  INDIES 

A  brief  survey  of  the  three  regions,  emphasizing  structure  and  climate  to 
show  their  effects  on  settlements  and  industries. 

F.- SOUTH  AMERICA 

Regions : 

1.  Highlands, — (a)  north,  (b)  central,  (c)  south. 

2.  Shields, — (a)  Guiana,  (b)  Brazilian. 

3.  Lowlands, — (a)  Llanos,  (b)  Selvas,  (c)  Pampas. 


The  above  regions  are  to  be  dealt  with,  selecting  from  the  following  topics 
those  which  are  important  in  each  region, — 


(a)  Structure 

(b)  Climate 

(c)  Forests 

(d)  Fishing 

(e)  Agriculture 


(f)  Mining 

(g)  Power 

(h)  Manufactures 

(i)  Transportation 

(j)  Population 


Since  such  a  large  part  of  the  population  is  aboriginal  or  half-caste,  attention 
should  be  given  to  this  problem  in  the  study  of  population. 
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The  course  appears  to  be  quite  long,  but  it  is  suggested  that  teachers  exercise 
freedom  in  the  choice  of  content.  Since  the  structure  of  Australia  and  South 
America  is  comparatively  simple,  it  is  thought  advisable  to  study  them  first. 
The  outline  on  Canada  is  given  in  detail  because  at  present  there  is  comparatively 
little  available  text-book  material  on  this  part  of  North  America. 

While  physical  geography  is  the  basis  of  all  geography,  only  those  aspects 
of  it  which  directly  affect  human  activities  need  be  included  in  the  course. 

It  is  suggested  that  at  least  one-quarter  of  the  time  be  given  to  practical 
work,  consisting  essentially  of  map-work,  charts,  and  outdoor  observations. 
Each  pupil  should  have  his  own  atlas. 

Visual  aids  should  be  used  as  much  as  possible. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  teaching  will  not  be  from  a  text-book,  but  that  an  ample 
supply  of  reference  books  and  readers  will  be  available  for  class  use. 

The  following  books  are  recommended, — 

Canadian  School  Geography.  J.  M.  Dent  &  Sons. 

World  Geography  for  Canadian  Schools.  J.  M.  Dent  &  Sons. 

New  Regional  Geographies  (senior  series).  Clarke,  Irwin  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Columbus  Regional  Geographies  (senior  series).  Clarke,  Irwin  &  Co.^ 
Ltd. 

World  Wide  Geographies  (senior  series).  Clarke,  Irwin  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Collins’  New  Scheme  Geographies  (senior  series).  Collins  Publishing 
Co. 

Canadian  School  Atlas.  J.  M.  Dent  &  Sons. 

Harrap’s  New  World  Atlas  (junior). 

Phillips’  Dominion  Atlas. 
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